Family Courts

Family Court Cases Filed in Calendar Year 2008
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efore 2001, West Virginia had thirey-three
family law masters who served twenry-four
family court circuits. Family law masrers werc
special commissioners the governor appointed 1o hear
family court cases and to issue recommended orders to
circuit courts. A constitutional amendment approved
by voters in November 2000 elevated family courts to a
separate court system with thirty-fve judges in twenty-

six circui

The governor appointed the firse family coutr
judges ro onme-year terms. They then stood for
clecrion in partisan races in 2002 ard ook office for
inicial six-year terms in January 2003. Subsequent
terms beginning January 1, 2009, will be for eight
vears, the same as terms of <irenir judges. During
the 2067 legislative session, the Legislature added
ten additional family court judges, one additional
circuit, and restructured nine circuits to halance
caseloads stavewide. The new judges were elected on
November 4, 2008, and are to begin their eight-year
rerms on January 1, 2009.
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decisions in family coure cases. Circuic courrs hear
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agree to appeal divorce and other domestic relations
decisions directly to the Supreme Court of Appeals,

Family courts have jurisdiction over divorce, annul-
MENE, sepatate Mainteance, paieenity, grandparent visita-
tion, name change, infant guardianship, child custady,
and m.nEm_v. support proceedings, except those incidental
to child abuse and neglecr. Family caurr judges also hold
final hearings in civil domestic violence protective order
proceedings and may perform marrtages.

1n 2008, there were 35,356 new cases fled in m.mni_v.
courts in West Virginia, OF those, 15,290 were domestic
violence, 11,768 were divorces, and 8,308 were other
domestic relations. There also were 10,539 modification
and contempr proceedings in cases reopened during the
year, which were not counted as new cases filed. Those
procesdings accounted for 29.8 pevcent of the family court
hw:_”_.mnm_ statewide workload.

Family court judges can refer pareats to mediation
and parent education and sefer children for grardian
ad litem services. The Supreme Court does not charge
families who cannor afford to pay for these services.

Guardians ad litem are arrorneys and conducer
investigations to help family court judges make
decisions in the best interest of the people the guardiany
represent. ﬂmﬂ::‘ court u:mmnm CAM APPOING m:m_.&u:m ad
litem on behalf of children, incarcerated persons, and
people whe have been adjudicared incompetent who arc
invalved in m—ﬂl_.__u.. court m._m@:nn_n.

West Virginians Served by Supreme
Court-Supported Family Visitation
Centers in 2008

Category Number
Total Parents Served” 945
Fathers 443
Mothers 454
Grandparent’Legeai Guardian 43
Children Involved 736
Supervised Visitation 447
Meulral Drop-off 387

" Tolal number of parents served = fathers +
mathers + grandparentlegal guardian

Family court judges require all parents to artend
mediation sessions if nrnv.. cannot otherwise resolve
parenting issues or agree to a parenting _u_m:. Parencs
first go to individual pre-mediation sereening sessions
with a traingd family case coordinator to determine
if they are candidates for mediation, Abour twenry
percent of parents are not candidates for mediation for
various reasons.

If parcnes go to mediation, they must atrend
mediation scssion with a Supreme Coureapproved
mw:.:m?. court mediaror who rn_wm themn draft 2 parenting
plan to present to a family court judge.

Along with mediation, family courr judges order
parents who are divorcing to attend a one-time, manda-
tory parent education class. Every West Virginia county
ofters such classes. Adulrs learn abour preparing a
parenting ﬁ_m_: mediation, and the cffccrs of m:::u._.
dissolurion and domestic violence on children. The class
teaches parents how to minimize the negative effects of
divorce and family dissolution on children.

In 2007 the Supreme Court approved an expan-
sion of “high-conflict” parent education classes and
in .mn_Uﬂnafnn 2008 the Courr launched child-focused
classes for parents who are divorcing, These classes are
designed for parents who conrinue to have disputes
after atrending the mandatory one-time parent educa-
tion class required of all divorcing couples who have
children. Family courrs refer select couples to the series
of six, twe-hour classes.

The advanced child-focused parent educarion
classes educate parents regarding the impact of conflict
on their childs development; help parents identify
their contztbution to conflict while increasing impulse
conzrol; reach patents anger management, communica-
tion, and conflice resolurion skills; and cducare parents
about children’s issues in divorce.

Family Court division

The Family Court Division of the Supreme
Court Administrative Office held the firse Domestic
Viclence Firearms Summit in 2008, The "Coordinated
Cominuaity Response to Enforcement of Domestic
Violence Prozective Ordess and Prohihition” was held
September 23 and 24 ar Tamarack in Beckley. More
than ninery participants frem faw enforcement, the
judiciary, domestic violence advocacy groups, and Legal
Aid Jearned in derail abour fedesal and state firearms
taws, and how to wotk together to implement them so
there can be beteer enforcement of protective orders in
West Virginia. The formart of the summit will be used
i a series of regional meetings around West Virginia in
April 20609.

The summit was the result of Family Courr
Division Director Lisa Tackers participation in
a September 2006 conference in Los Angeles, the
“Demestic Violence and Firearins: A Nartional Summir
for Community Safety.” Ms. Tacketr, Tonia Thomas
of the Wese Virginia Coalition Apainst Domestic
Violence, and Larry Nelson of the West Virginia
Regional Community Policing Institure came back
o West Virginia with information abour how to
present similar meetings and how w apply for a Grane
to Encourage Asrest and Enforcement of Prorective
Qrders from the Office on Violence Against Women,
from the 1U.S. Deparcment of Justice.

The Supremne Court of Appeals wrote a grant
proposal, which mncluded 2 memorandum of under-
standing signed by the Court, the West Virginia Stare
Police, the Coalition Against Dpinestic Violence, the
West Virginia Regional Community Policing Institure,
and the West Virginia Division of Criminal Justice
Services. The $815,000 grant, which the Supreme
Court received, was used to purchase rechnology for a
Domestic Violenve Registry and money to hire a staff
o run 1. It also provided funding for training in its
use and funding for a series of firearms summits. The
Court hopes to taunch the Domestic Viclence Regisury
in 2009. The grant also provides funding for ten cizcuit
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Family Court County Filings

Lounty 200E 2007 2006 2003 2004 2003 2002

Barbour 238 244 247 164 328 idi 244

Berkelay 174D 1,728 1.814 1,863 1,722 1.603 1,568

judges, ten family coust judges, and ten magistrates to Brone 553 645 621 BD5 663 530 E0B
attend national training on domestic viclence. Braxior: 203 208 235 220 233 243 282
}_mo@: 2008, the Family Court Division mOn_.w.mnm MHM”“ mmmw mwwm 2 Mmu NMMM NWWM NMMM Nwww

on ensuring that there will be courtrooms and offices Calhoun 147 13 118 14z 174 158 130
for the ten new family coure judges whe are o take Clay 249 258 125 16 282 343 288
office on Jamuaey 1, 2009. The Legislature in 2007 Doddridge 41 121 124 142 $33 125 198
rearranged family court ctreuic boundarcs, <reaced a Fayette 1038 933 1030 946 590 BT 981
new family court circuit, and added ten family court Gilrmer 122 BB 128 E6 | 58 123
judges. Other counties improved their family court Grant 192 186 180 250 327 194 121
facilitics due to a need to meet Supreme Court space Greenbrier 685 583 643 GBS 713 736 620
and sccurity mnam_.:..am. Hampisihize 7 368 282 279 iz 254 276
"I was really impressive what s Fehe o Hantotk 455 519 595 442 385 546G 503

. s y impressive what some o the countics Hardy 230 54 P 289 257 247 218
did,” Ms. Tackert said. While county commissions are Harrison 1282 1263 1354 1358 1187 1181 1082
in charge of providing space for judges to work, the Jackson 446 560 456 487 457 419 472
Supreme Coure pays rent for the lacilities and provides Jeflerson 736 788 752 775 826 783 577
furniture and computer equipment. Kanawha 4244 4,153 4.302 4741 4,270 4418 4375
Lewis 282 268 275 Z33 285 241 283

Lincsin 447 4F4 528 548 511 831 S50

Logan 1166 1.062 1.185% 3,282 1,230 1,992 1225

Laron 920 858 B43 849 836 903 842

Marshall 354 513 448 526 485 847 451

Mason 433 526 562 474 524 4681 480

MeDowell 622 684 741 3.220 817 Bo4 7e8

Mercer 24 684 1.894 1943 1.830 16534 1691

Mineral 467 507 403 362 ase 407 L Vi)

Ringo 874 1.025 1.061 1.125 1.9 1.087 1,157

tipnongalia 1235 1.208 1174 5,183 1.d28 1159 1110

Monrog 03 329 285 289 298 233 2z2

Korgan 212 186 223 218 274 226 242

Nichgias 521 3067 518 971 CES 457 460

Ohig 678 620 731 7T 1,386 658 B574

Pendlelon a8 78 95 &7 56 L] 0]

Pleasants 105 131 156 129 108 19 126

Pocahonlas 182 172 214 221 2119 164 183

Preslon 6G0 554 523 514 559 521 499

Putnam 430 857 904 Q46 923 B840 87

Raleigh 1657 1.594 1.664 1817 1,529 9319 1.637

Randalph 560 452 511 505 528 593 502

Rilchig 174 148 155 185 145 P4y 278

Roans 357 300 262 305 328 218 219

Summers 252 270 305 284 248 445 221

Taylar 217 243 &N 214 163 k] 178

Tucker i 77 51 99 92 a8 124

Tyter 117 151 136 132 185 47 154

Upshur 308 347 343 312 339 357 397¥

Wayne 676 776 780 a8 Bal 909 800

Websier 230 243 237 193 238 206 173

Welzei 264 278 230 248 222 290 273

\Whrt 90 06 131 103 114 117 121

Weood 1633 1833 1.687 1.847 1.524 1.428 1.506

Wyoming 667 763 663 793 746 561 7EB

TOTAL 35,366 34,556 36,479 39,180 36,224 35,118 35,165
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1st Circuit
Jovee Dumbaugh

Chernenko
Willzam F Sinclair

2nd Cireuit
Robest C. Hicks

3rd Circuit
Anneree L. Fantasia
C, Darren Tallman

4th Circuit
Larry S. Whited

5th Circuit
Deloris J. Nibert

4th Circuit
Renald E. Anderson
Parricia Keller

Brawton

7th Circuit
R. Seephen Lewis

8th Circuit
Robert D. Calfee

9th Circuit
Kelty Gilmare Codispoti

10th Circuit
Cynthia . Jarrell

11th Circuit
Mike Kelly
Robert M. Montgemery
Jane Charnock Smaltridge
[ Mark Snyder

12th Circuit
Anchony Bischa

[Took effice Sepiember 4, 2008)

Mary Ellen Griffith
Edwin B. Wiley
(Rezived July 1, 2008)
13th Circuit
H. Suzanne McGraw
Louisc G. Staton

14th Circuit

Janet Frye Stecle

15th Circuit
David M., Sanders

16th Circuit
Timothy R. Ruckinan

17th Circuit
Robert Reed Sowa

Roster of Family Court Judges
2008 Family Court Circuits

18th Circuit
M. Drew Cri

P
19th Circuit
David P. Bern

20th Circuit
James Jeffrey Culpepper

21st Circuit
Beth Longe

22nd Circuit
Jayinie Godwin Wilfong

23rd Circuit
Charles E. Parsons

24th Cireuit
Sally G. Jackson
William T. Wertman Jr

25th Circuit
Roy David Arringron

2&th Circuit
William M, Warkins, I11

Court realignment, additions

he Supreme Court of Appeals hired the

Narional Center for State Courts to conduct

two scparate weighted caseload studies of the
wark of circuit judges and family courr judges in 2006
in preparation for the 2007 legislarive session.

The study of circuit judges found thar cach judge
in cwenty of the thirty-one circuits was doing rhe work
of more than one full-time judge. Those in the cleven
remaining ciscuits averaged the equivalent of more than
nine-tenchs of 2 full judge day. Most of those judges
preside in the most rural parcs of West Virginia where
their drives berween courthouses can be tortuous, a full-
day's work in themselves.

The wark of the Mass Litigation Panel was not
included in the wark study, nor were the myriad other
exrracurricular rasks that arc required of judges in West
Virginia. When those are raken into account, it is clear
that circuit judges in West Virginia routinely work ren-,
ﬂ—-r:(.nﬂ‘. Cyen ﬁﬁ_‘ﬂ_amn..rnuﬁﬂ qu.u.‘m.

The West Virginia Judicial Association
reviewed the Narional Center’s report and
recommendedaddingtencircuitjudgeswithin
existing circuit boundaries. The Supreme
Court approved thar recommendation and
sent it, along with the National Center’s
report, to the Legislarure in December
2006. The Legislature in cacly 2007

approved a bill adding six circuit judges wi
circuit boundaries, and sent the bill o Governor Joe
Manchin, Il who vetoed it.

n n.xuwﬁh:m

During che 2008 lcgislative session lwinakers
approved a bill adding circuit judge positions to the Ninch,
Twent-Second, and Twenty-Fourth Circuits. The governor
appainted the three new judges in December

The Nariopal Center for Stare Courts’ study of
family court judge workloads showed thar all of che
family court judges were working over the normal full
judge-day workload. The Cenzer’s study indicated West
Virginiz needed an additional twenzy-ewo family court
jndges o work with che existing churey-five.

With rthe assistance of the Supreme Court
Administrative Office - and especially the help of
Legislarive Analyst Tina Sevy, Administrative Counsel
Kirk Brandfass, and Administrative Director Steve
Canterbury — the Legislature in 2007 reatranged family
court cirewit boundaries, created 2 new family coure
cirenir, and added ten family court judges, giving relief
to a rotal of sixteen circuits. Governor Manchin signed

thae bill.

The new family courr judges will take office and
the new boundaries wili go into effect on January 1,
2009. The new family court circuits are reflecred in the
map below.

‘.. ..1. ...
BV SOV A e vmne sox
Leed s




